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A NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESENT OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


supplies truth with its credentials. ; 


“Pemmars the most prominent feature of our Unitarian 
movement is our devotion to truth and our willingness to 
make great sacrifices on @s behalf. We demand not merely 
@ scrupulous regard for fact in the small matters which occur 


built around it by subjective considerations and a@scead into 
@ fealm which is permanent, impersonal and ynaltcrabie. 

There truth’ean be perceived @nd some iinpressiOns at Icast 
brought back to earth, All. men seme. of the time and some 
men ‘all of the time are capable of appreciating truth, and it 
is such approval, renewed from age to age, which actually 


But if ut is fatal to deny the reality of truth, the results 


of misunderstanding its Nature can be almost as lamentable. 
It is at once simple and complex... The deepest spiritual truths, 


suchas the Fatherhood of God ‘ahd Faith, Hope and Love, 
are. startling in their simplicity and yet they provide the key 
to life. The complexity appears when we try to miaster truth 
itself as. distinct from certain aspects of it, and:if Wetareewise 
we will admit that this is a feat outside the range of -any 


duty to-go as-far as-we-can, but-we 
» should. netther-overiook the mystery which remains nor credit 
“Ourselves With Ommistience or infallibility. be 


otion in 


can- have nothing but opinions, shallow and unstable, for our 
beliefs can have definite objective basis; but it does mean that 
we must always leave room for development and. never 
attempt to impose a static formula upon a dynamic world. 
Absolute knowledge is beyond us, but we can have know- 
ledge of the Absolute and this saves our quest from futility. 


Troth itself does not change, but our understanding of 
it may and, indeed, ought to do so. The trouble arises through 
confusing the two. © are always tempted to mistake our | 

ited conception of truth for the origmal, to magnify the 
part until it seems to be the whole. It is comforting to believe 
that here in Our grasp is “the truth, the whole truth, and 

ing but the truth”, but it is also very dangerous, For it 

to intolerance, bigotry and stagnation, a4 in the 

When the Roman Church, identifyiig’ its 
the Absolute, contested almost every advance in 

Its struggle was doomed to defeat, but the 

out truth mn the name of truth has been made 
in past, and even our enlightened ‘twentieth 
not been immune from it. There are still those 
heed to the obvious fact that truth, ‘in Francis 
Oriliiant phrase, is “the daughter not of authority but 

. Revelation is a continuous as active today 
it tm the Iifetime of Jesus, and the loss is ours if we are 
blind to it. 


should be revealed in way, and it is our 
fault if we are foolish enough to cast out the baby with the 
bath-water. In the long run truth unites; it is bias and efror 
which divide. ‘The nearer we approach to truth, the closer we 
draw together. That is why Unitarians find it easier than do 


jams to co-operate with Buddhists. 


Hindus and Moslems. and to a iate the civilisations asso- 
ciated with these religions. Yet without such co-operation 
the unification’ of the world will never ‘be 


the higher aspirations of mankind there is none 
Or more inspiring than respect for truth, ' On 


lent to pursue is also 
necessary tO act upon such vision as we if it i 
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WHY ARE WHAT WE ARE: 
THOUGHTS. FROM AN OLD 
(MEETING HOUSE 


By BR. H. Mottram. 
1.—GHOSTS OF OUR FOUNDERS 


“Can you?” I asked | 
Isn't that what. any Unitarian, Free istian, or 
subseribing” Presbyterian ..says. to. a queerly-dressed 

shambling wncertainly in the darker patches of the street. 
largely deserted, between the shuttered windows of its shops 
and offices at half-past seven of an evening. So much sp, that 
our church perlour, in the schoo] building, next the Chapel 
Yard, is probably the only which is lighted, and the door 
of which stands open, on November Ist, All Hallows. 

_ He answered never a word but drifted on, as if he were 
one of those stuffed effigies that the boys of old-fashioned 
towns still drag about at this season of the year. For this was 
Hallowe'en, and I was on my way to. a “Spooky Evening” 
arranged by our young tt, We are accustomed to queer 
folk drifting into our two-hundred-year-old chapel, with its 
long, comtroversial, argumentative history. There can hardly 
be a lost cause or an unusual point of view that we have not 
harboured at one time or another. I suspect that we are rather 
proud of it, aid in any case it does not seem to have done 
us any harm. It.did not-astonish me greatly to find someone 
whom T did not know and could not easily identify, straying 
= gathering. We them there, every colour 

nguage, and certainly of every possi persuasion. 
This one seemed unusually helpless and I ventured once more 


, Ve don’t open the big gates for these evening affairs in 
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parish church of St. Once more let me repeat that 
this then meant something more than it would today. The 
parish church was everything. Besides bein a » of 


tion went with him, and seem to have held ee 

they built themselves a Mecting House, 
which looks, in the rude sketch we have of it, like a double- 
gabled cottage. Some say it was such a one, with the parti- 


ecxaka- 
tion. I enjoy watching the faces of people, for instance, 
the Henry Wood Promenade Concerts, who are 
listening obviously caught up, 80 far removed im sperit 
from the mormal things of life, that one can sce that have 
forgotten even whether they are standing or sitting down 
Agai, sitting Comcert af an 
R.AF. Pipes and 
cttes were the 
thick before 
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this accusation and seeking to arouse iridignation everywhere 
with the Western powers over this. But from’ a closé and 
exact inspection of this propaganda it transpires, in fact, that 
the Western powers did not make such an agreement with the 
Russians in Paris, and therefore could not have violated it. 
Moscow, it is clear, is trying to fasten on the Western 
ro a guilt which Russia itself actually bears over the 
oscow-Berlin discussions in August. But what do they 
ex to gain from this elaborate insinuation of a falsehood? 
t; in my unaided simplicity, I have been able to detect 
But perhaps the 
ulation is that the average man not take the time or 


trouble to inquire into this. On that calculation the lie may 


| t is thi sort of thing we ex from Socialist 
with Russia could render at this time is to advise Russia’ that 


she is running the risk of something worse than an 
ass of herself. 


in thi own Foreign Office 
its Palestine story. And what a 
story!" As a voter and speaker on behalf of this Governnient’s 
election I find its broken pledge on Palestine, and its attempts 


Youth m 


on “The Faith of Youth” 
occasion. Where, 


young preachers will not deal with what is wrong 


Youth is heard in all Our :pulpits proclaiming its Faith. 
to 


Hel 


churches. and. such like subjects/ They are going 

of their personal faith and their faith in a spiritual religi 
to meet the challenge of our times. The Department wi 
to encourage young people to take a more active part in 


obtained, will organise a summer holiday 
for at a reasonable This H 


fate 


— 


as 


In the summer, we hope to see the realisation of other 
lans, which it is my privilege as Youth Organiser to be 
ting the pre pment. ‘Ne we 
to obtain, if possible, a SOME Cistal 
from London, for a fortnight in the holiday period ' ¥ 
holidays, and so create a greater unity in our ranks. A 1 
to Switzerland, i us and the Rev. W. 
Conference of the LRP. Holland this nex! 
sentations an indigestible ic experience another our people eto 
YOUTH IN 1949 | 
By H. H. Cheetham. 
(Secretary of the Youth Depariment of the General Assembly.) 
THIS new to be Jt mbitior seiitiiage 
exemplifies one method of approach in our attempt 
late youth in the organising of schemes of work § . 
within their own churches. To this Conference, : x 
tives from all our will This ast om 
in discussions on Amncan = 
the delegates will divide into different sections, which will dis- youne seex a ef ya to 
subjects can be used in formulating the sie of Stand Ch > wah the 
“he Harvest Camp at South Petherton 
Jrzanisation. The findings of these sections 
‘to a Full Conference on the following Maperatirve that we 
on “The Lessons of the Com- These camps prownde the opportunity for 
of Dedication in the Church, them faith im tems of bord 
tant gathering of our Youth. the 
being arranged by Ulict Road will be ammouned 2 soon 
The coming together of Department is domg all can maker 
oup thinking on the questions of worship. ow comstamt to catead Youth wari = mais 
_ | of =. 
Similar conferences will follow as the versities oc the of those the 
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outstanding personality?—I meant, he is a 


, yet his services are in great demand in all our 
pipe made by Peterson, of Dublin, and is 
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es 


he paints pictures, is an engineer, is without peer as a 
controversialist; his sermons seldom come to a close within 


For over twenty years he 


dence in his old University. 


Out of the pulpit he smokes a wicked crooked 


Did I say 
genius! 


fifty minutes 
a thinker’s 
the 


fought 
whatever will abili 


“PROFILE” 
his fellows, the Royal Now 
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best known minister in Ulster. 
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) time than if it were on 
| }.P. years later Dr. Agnew. 
them he was off to 
ne result of a three m¢ 
of 150,000 peog 
especially 
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i as ruined by air- 
name was on 
4 ed his activities across the 
har difficulties at the time, 
{ the Presbyte that two churches were 
nchester Col ats more than Yc 
sed the young joblem of a seat at 
} rege, no ca 
and SOnnc help in vain. 
mself in church work or any 
and wit is directed a ‘en asked to stand for Parliament anc 
unchristian, ad was thought 
; | is a great defender of his brother ministé . 
= 3) many a lonely battle for them. He is strc 
: . ism as the best form of church government, anc 
m= improve the status and dignity of the minister. 
i 
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Pad whose books had: the honour of being 
flames: by the public hangman, Bidle represents that radical 
strain. in. English theology which. arosé through. what 
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: ; whose. writings were based on deep conviction, 
committed to the 


as.almost to supersede inquiry into the- personal of 
English Unitarianism”, namely, the English: Bible. Bidle \ was 
one of those, pioneers in the true sense of the word, who 
endeavoured. to carry to their logical conclusion the ples 
inherent’ in :the Protestant Reformation. Though: on the 
Continent it was largely. a moral revolt: against decadence and 
corruption and in En it was inextricably mingled with 
politics, the Reformation brought to light two seminal prin- 
ciples of a profound importance in the hi 
—the supremacy of the scriptures over the Church and their 

for faith and morals, and the right of private judg- 
ment in religion. None of the great es of the Reformation 
dared to carry these principles to their furthest limits; this 
task was left to a few left-wing thinkers of courage and con- 
viction—on the Continent, to men like Michael Servetus and 
Faustus Socinus, and in our own country to men like Bidle and 
John Knowles. These men are the true “fathers” of our 


_ modern English Unitarianism. Bidle unites in his person those — 


characteristics which have always typified English 
Unitarianism at its hi and best—sound learning, 
devotion to conscience whatever the material consequences, 
an implicit faith that reason and religion are not irreconcilable 
but each necessary to the other, and a high personal integrity. 
An Oxford uate, and a brilliant classical scholar, he first 
reachéd his rodox beliefs through a deep personal study 
of the Bible itself. 

The idea that English Unitarianism is originally and 
solely an importation from the Continent, or that it is a per- 
version of historic Christianity and not a development in the 
true line of Christian tradition, is refuted in Bidle’s work and 
achievement. His conviction that the search for truth is an 
aspect of religion that men neglect only at their peril led him 
to perform a great service by instigating the publication of 
Socinian works in England, notably the vian Catechism, 
and by translating them himself. These 


CORRESPONDENCE 


{Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “The Inquirer’, 
14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should not in general 
exceed three to four hundred words in length.] 


_.. “AS OTHERS SEE US” 


If we accept the belief, 
© we must agree that superstition 
an eyil and as such must stand cor 
Heanor, Derbyshire.” 


séemis 
capable of indefinite extension,’ as, for ‘example, in the hymn, “Jesus 


t is risen today” ‘and others of similar invocation. 


martyrs 
oe am out-of-date in my Unitarian thinking, but I have 
always beli 


Six,—It is with much joy that I learn of the adopted by the 


Bath congregation to open their church on W 


ys for prayer 
and meditation. During these days 


hustle and bustle the 


other churches will follow the set by 
would be for Unitarians who play their part in the -a-da 
. world, to feel that they could withdraw to the atmosphere 


GREAT HUCKLOW 


For nearly fifty years the writer has attended the Sunday 
morning services for children at the Mecting House in Great 
Hucklow, Derbyshire. 4 | 

He just remembers seeing the Rev. R. S. Redfern, has 
often heard the Rev. Charlies and on a recent 


preach, 
Autumn Sunday, listened with interest to the resident minister, 
the Rev. H. rt, Once 


three violins, led the 
ago. 

The 
horse and car; 
organ Redfern. 
James Wadsworth, and 
many new, cager, fresh 
band of have taken thee 
But and 

A homer. 
has Mea’s 
Home Hucilovsans 


4 
when tolerance was claimed by. but ised by . affects the of 
‘A: fearless , an ardent. controversialist and —Yours, Berna~d Platt. 
have read with miich interest the article in’ your’issue of 
ovem subsequen -co 
deals with a question which: arouses 
Martineau called the one “un | uence sO DOW Dr. Tarrant’s interpretation; as applied to the hymns mentioned, 
oo would seem to revolve around the interpre- 
tation one upon the wording of the particular hymn: and 
the correspondence serves to en ‘the divergency of views held. 
This. is particularly so in the letters of Mr. Hague and Mr. Deakin, 
the orthodox Trinitarians, or indeed joining with the Roman Catholics 
adoration) ‘the One and Father Eternal, Tor 
instance, by such Unitarians of the past as Dr. Brooke Herford, Rev. 
Charles Hargrove, Rev. R. A. Armstrong, in their tenets. 
I cannot help feeling that in departing from such tenets we invite 
justifiable criticism, both from the orthodox and critics of religion 
of the article put his finger on a spot.—Y ours, H. Smyth. 
Leigh-on-Sea. 
THE OPEN CHURCH 
sions red W. Barr. 
Bristol. 
efiect in the development of English Unitarianism, strengthen- 
ing the already existing native tendencies. Many of the 
doctrines he reached and advocated with honest conviction, 
as he was that men need only to have the truth set 
spirit remain. one thing above all we are content that- to the youngsters (as formerly, Mr. Peach's rather graver 
he should be for us still a light to guide and encourage. Not one did too). : 
The children followed the service, the sfory, and the 
against his ng For in the words his earliest organ, with interest, and even the interlude was very quictly 
biographer: “He valued not his doctrines for speculation, but and reverently observed. In that interlude, listening to the 
by the daughter of the late Arthur Maltby, a former organist, the 
one test to which all Christians, of whafever shade of belief, es ees eee 
must submit themselves—“By their fruits ye shall know he had known, when Malkiby. assisted by 
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remember Peach and his work, with “The 
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HINDLEY. 10.45 end 6.90, Rev. 
R. W. DAVIDSON. 


HOLL rz and 6.30, Rev. T. A. GorTon. 
Rev. J}. MARTIN HALL. | 
Horwicu, Unitarian Free Church, 10.30 and 6:30, —, 


St., 11, Rev. J. J. 
HUNSLET, Unitarian Ch urch, Joseph St., 6.30, Mr. A. J. WHITT 


RALPH PHILIPSON. 


ew House, 11 and 6 30, Rev. H. 

KNUTSFORD, Brook St. —. 

LANCASTER, St. Nicholas St. Church, 10.30, Rev. L. HALL. 

Lzeps, Mill Hill Chapel, 10.45 and 6.30, . E. SHIRVELL 

LEICESTER, Narborough Rd., 11, Junior Church, 6. 2 
The Meeting, 


Brixton, Services at 
Telford Avenue), S.W.2, 11, Rev. E. 
Lonpon, Essex Ch., Palace Gardens 


Rev. 
Upton Lane, 6.30; Miss J. SMITH. 
Green, Hoop Lane, 11, Rev. M. Ratrsr, 6.30, Dr. 


LONDON, Golders 
STEPHENS S 


Lonpon, Hackney, New Gravel Pit Ch., Chatham Place, 6.30, Rev. 


W. H. Cornet. 
LonpDON, Hampstead, Rosslyn Hill, 11 and 6.30, Rev. G. E. HALz. 
Lonpon, Highgate Hill, Unitarian Church, 11, Rev. G. J. G 
Islington, Unity Church, Upper St., Preston Hall, 7, Rev. J. 


Vitoria St, 


» Ir and 6.30, Rev. 


Mer. R. S. Sarr. 


Whitefield, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. G. D. 


-JANWARY 
WHITAKER. 
. PIPKIN. | 


Terrace, W.8, 11, 3.30 and 6.30, 


G. Grieve. 


6.30, Rev. E. G. Green. 
Ch, Chenning 11 ond 


6.30, Res. Suorr. 
ALunWiILLIAMs. 


6.30, Mr. T. W. Romexts. 
Lane, 6.30, Supply. 
Rusholme, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. C. A. Piven. 
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Staffs, Unitarian Old Meeting House; 6,30; Rev. W. J. 
(Rosse (Rossendale), Bethlehem’ Unitarian Church, 2.45 and 6, 
NEWPORT, gl Unitarian Church, High St., 11 and 6,30, Rev. 


Newson Asmor, Albany St. 6: Rev. C. G. Toons. 

urch, 11 and 6.30, Rev. A. E, Moses. 
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OxForD, Manchester College Chapel, 11.30, Rev. H. J. MCLACHLAN. - 


PARK LANE CHAPEL, near Wi 11 and 6.30, Rev. ALBERT SMITH. 
PADIHAM, Nazareth Un. Ch., Knights Hill, Mr. JoHN GIL. 
nitarian Centre, 


Ra.,\ 11 end 6.39, Rev. 
Pots, Unitarian Church, Hill St, 6.36, Rey. 8. s. MUNFORD 
Meeting House, Fratton Brides, 6.30, Mr. 


Preston, Unitarian Church, Church St., 11, Mr. L. K. Bgiz. : 
PupDseY, Unitarian Church, 10.30 and Rev. Brerr Davies. 
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| Unitarian Che Friars Rev” 

LETCHWORTH, Vasanta Hall, Gernon Walk, 6.30, ——. 

LINCOLN, ay Unitari 6.30, Dr. 
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LIVERPOOL, Ullet Rd., 11 and 6.30, Rev. LAWRENCE REDFERN. 

Lonpon, Bell St., Edgware Rd, 6, Rev. Water M. Lona. 

LONDON, Blackfriars Mission and Stamford St. Ch., 6.30, Rev. A. J. a 
——— » Friends Mecting House, Ordnance Rd., 6.30, Mr. E. J. L. 

ISSON. 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, Darnicy Rd., 11, Children’s Church, 6.30, Rev. | 
MaGnus RATTER. 

SouTHPportT, Portland Church, 11 and 6.30, Supply. | 
STaLYeripce, Un. Ch., Canal St., 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. E. D. Evans. 
Wellingses St., 6. whe 

Lonpon, Ilford, High Rd., 6.30, Rev. ArrtHur PEACOCK. TOURBRIDGE, Presbyterian nitarian) Chapel 

Lonpon, Kilburn Un. Chr. Quex 11, Mr. Victor For. ROsALIND LEE. ) 

LonpDon, Lewisham, Unitarian Church, High St., 11, Rev. HANKINSON, 

6.30, Rev. Rosert TAYLER. 

Lonpon, Leytonstone, Lea Bridge Rd., Knotts Green, 6.30, Rev. A. 

LONDON, Newington Green; Unitarian Ch., 6.30, Mr. J. Reece WALKER. 

Lonpon, Richmond Free Church, Ormond Rd, 11, Rev. Ermer Kay. 

Lonpon, Rhyi St., Kentish Town, 6.30, Rev. Gorpon 

Unitaten Chanch, Church, 6.30, ALSH. 

Rev. W. NEwTon. Topmorpen, Unitarian Church, 10.45 and 6 wiy¥yye 

Lonpon, Theistic Ch., 1 Grosvenor Place, 11, ——. OWNSEND. 
Rav. W. Lowe, TROWBRIDGE, igre Unitarian Ch., 3 and 6, Rev. A. F. O. Tomas. 
30, 
Mr A. R. South St., Unitarian and Pree Christian Church, 6.30. Visitors 
Warazincron, Cairo St., 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. J. B. 
West Kimsy, Brookfield Gardens, It Supply. 

6.30, Rev. H. Warmer, Flowergate Old Chapel. 6, Rev. H.W. 
MarmpsTons, Ch... Market Woonmat Sra, Row. Came. 
Yorx, St. Saviourgate Chapel, 6.30, Rev. Geoncs S. Woons. 
Mancuester, Cross St. Chapel, and 6. Rev. F. H. A Tae Unrramman provides for those unable to 

MUICKLEWRIGHT. = attend a Unitarian Church For information write to the Secretary, 
Deb Lane Chapel, 20.45 and 6.30, Mr. W. Hinz. the N.U_F., No. 1 Campden Rd_, South Croydon, Surrey. 

AREING. CANADA 
Mancuester, Gorton, Brookficld Church, Hyde Road, 1045 and 6.30, MoerrmeaL, Church of the Messiah, Sherbrooke St. West, and Simpson 
Longsight Pree Chr. Ch., Bisch Lance, 10.45 and 6.30, Toroxro, Uniession Jarvis 11, Rev. W. P. Joann. 

Supply. Vancouvm, B.C, Unitarian Church of Vancouver, 1,550 Tenth Avenue 
MANCHESTER, Monton Federated Church, Sergeant and Banning; 11, Engish, 
Mancuester, Stand AUSTRALIA 

Foote Un. Christan Wakefield Sx. 11 and 7, ——. 
Un Ch. Ri, Borsosazer and Rev. V. Jans. Monthly at | 

MANSFIELD, Olid Rev. Twrec 
Mapeazron, Old Rd. Chapel, 6, Evans. 7-15, Rev. Couns Grason. 

Momscaspe, sce Lancesecr. NEW ZEALAND 
Cross Chapel, Toc. Church, Ponsonby Rood, 11 Rex. 
Momuzy, Christian RA, 10.45 and 6, Rev. W. E. 
_ Unitarian Free Church, Tisdall’s Buikdings, 100 Lambecs 

Nantwacs, Old 6, Mrs. Quay. 
and 6.30, Rev. Carasown, Hout Sz, and 7, Rev. D. S. 
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